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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

1 . Claims 4 and 5 recites the limitation "financial instrument" in the body of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Davis et al. U.S. Patent 6,105,008 [Davis], and further in view of Camp et al. U.S. 
Patent 6,076,078 [Camp]. 

4. As per claim 1: 

5. Davis discloses: 

providing a token to at least one clearing server, the token having an indicated 
value; Col. 10, lines 17-55. 
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communicating a request for an update key to said at least one clearing server; 
Col. 10, lines 17-55. 

Davis discloses the claimed invention except for ascertaining an amount paid by 
the consumer to a previous merchant, the previous merchant being an entity distinct 
from the clearing server and verifying the value of the token utilizing the ascertained 
amount paid by the consumer to the previous merchant. However, Davis does disclose 
checking the card balance. Col./ 12, lines 25-42. 

Camp teaches that it is known in the art to provide ascertaining an amount paid 
by the consumer to a previous merchant, the previous merchant being an entity distinct 
from the clearing server and verifying the value of the token utilizing the ascertained 
amount paid by the consumer to the previous merchant. Col. 16, lines 30-60. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the procedure of checking the card balance of Davis with 
the ascertaining an amount paid by the consumer to a previous merchant, the previous 
merchant being an entity distinct from the clearing server and verifying the value of the 
token utilizing the ascertained amount paid by the consumer to the previous merchant 
of Camp, in order to insure that the token is not overdrawn. 

Davis further discloses: 

providing said update key, said update key being used as an authorization to 
modify the value of said token. Col. 13, lines 20-62. 



Application/Control Number: 09/650,293 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3621 

As per claims 2 and 21 : 
Davis further discloses: 

wherein said step of providing said token comprises a step of the consumer 
purchasing said token from said at least one clearing server, said at least one clearing 
server using computing devices connected to the network. Col. 24, lines 1-27. 

As per claim 3: 

Davis further discloses: 

wherein said purchasing step is performed by the consumer providing to said at 
least one clearing server personal information regarding the consumer and financial 
information regarding a payment instrument to be used by the consumer. Col. 1, 
lines 35-65. 

As per claim 4: 

Davis further discloses: 

wherein said financial instrument is a credit card. Col. 7, lines 24-50. 

As per claim 5: 

Davis further discloses: 

wherein said financial instrument is a cash card. Col. 7, lines 24-50. 
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As per claim 6: 

Davis further discloses: 

wherein the step of providing said token comprises a step of the consumer 
retrieving a previously purchased token from said at least one clearing server. Col. 27, 
lines 30-57. 

As per claim 7: 

Davis further discloses: 

wherein said step of providing said token further comprising a step of selecting 
for purchase at least one quote from a plurality of quotes of goods and services, said 
plurality of quotes of goods and services and their prices being displayed on the ' 
computing devices utilized by the plurality of merchants. Fig. 11 A. 

As per claim 8: 

Davis further discloses: 

wherein said step of providing said token further comprising a step of presenting 
to the merchant said token and said selected for purchase at least one quote. Col. 12, 
lines 1-25. 



Application/Control Number: 09/650,293 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3621 

As per claim 9: 

Davis further discloses: 

combining into a total price prices of all said selected for purchase at least one 
quote; rejecting said transaction if a value of said token is less then the said total price; 
Col. 12, lines 25-42, and communicating to said at least one clearing server said token, 
said total price, and a request for said update key. Col. 12, lines 25-60. 

As per claim 10: 

Davis discloses the claimed invention, as discussed above, except for the step of 
wherein said step of ascertaining said amount paid is performed by polling said previous 
merchant to receive at least two information uploads from the merchant to said at least 
one clearing server. However, Davis does teach about the interaction between the 
payment server, the security server and the merchant server and further teaches that 
the security and payment server can be one in the same. Col. 4, lines 25-36. 

It would have been an obvious matter to modify the teachings of Davis, to 
provide the step of wherein said step of ascertaining said amount paid is performed by 
polling said previous merchant to receive at least two information uploads from the 
merchant to said at least one clearing server. 

Since the applicant has not disclosed that wherein said step of ascertaining said 
amount paid is performed by polling said previous merchant to receive at least two 
information uploads from the merchant to said at least one clearing server, solves any 
stated problem in a new or unexpected way or is for any particular purpose which is 
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unobvious to one of ordinary skill and it appears that the claimed feature does not 
distinguish the invention over similar features in the prior art since, the teachings of 
Davis will perform the invention as claimed by the applicant with any means, method, or 
product to wherein said step of ascertaining said amount paid is performed by polling 
said previous merchant to receive at least two information uploads from the merchant to 
said at least one clearing server. 

As per claims 11 and 18: 
Davis discloses: 

the consumer receiving a token from a clearing server, the token having value; 
Col. 7, lines 24-40. 

the consumer selecting for purchase at least one quote from a plurality of price 
quotes of goods and services, said plurality of price quotes of goods and services being 
displayed on the computing devices utilized by the plurality of merchants; Fig. 1 1 A 

the consumer communicating a request for a purchase to the merchant the 
merchant being an entity distinct from the clearing server; Col. 12, lines 1-25. 

the merchant communicating a request for an update key from the clearing 
server, said update key being used as an authorization to modify the value of the token; 
Col. 10, lines 17-55. 

Davis discloses the claimed invention except for ascertaining an amount paid by 
the consumer to a previous merchant and verifying the value of the token utilizing the 
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ascertained amount paid by the consumer to the previous merchant . However, Davis 
does disclose checking the card balance. Col./ 12, lines 25-42. 

Camp teaches that it is known in the art to provide ascertaining an amount paid 
by the consumer to a previous merchant and verifying the value of the token utilizing the 
ascertained amount paid by the consumer to the previous merchant. Col. 16, lines 30- 
60. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the procedure of checking the card balance of Davis with 
the ascertaining an amount paid by the consumer to a previous merchant and verifying 
the value of the token utilizing the ascertained amount paid by the consumer to the 
previous merchant of Camp, in order to insure that the token is not overdrawn. 

Davis further discloses: 

providing said update key to the merchant to enable the merchant to modify the 
value of the token. Col. 1 3, lines 20-62. 

As per claims 12, 23, and 25: 
Davis further discloses: 

wherein said step of the consumer receiving said token further comprises a step 
of maintaining said token in only random access memory of the one or more computing 
devices. Col. 30, lines 1-20. 
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As per claim 13: 
Davis further discloses: 

wherein said step of the consumer selecting further comprises a step of the 
consumer establishing at least one data path from the one or more computing devices 
used by the consumer to the one or more computing devices used by the merchant. 
Fig. 4. 

As per claim 14: 
Davis further discloses: 

wherein said step of the consumer communicating said request further 
comprising a step of the consumer forwarding said token from the one or more 
computing devices used by the consumer to the one or more computing devices used 
by the merchant. Col. 8, lines 10-25. 

As per claim 15: 
Davis further discloses: 

wherein said step of the merchant communicating a request for said update key 
further comprising a step forwarding said token from the one or more computing devices 
used by the merchant to a clearing server, said clearing server using one or more 
computing devices. Col. 18, lines 35-65. 
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As per claim 16: 
Davis further discloses: 

wherein said step of ascertaining an amount paid further comprising a step of 
comparing said token forwarded by said merchant to said token received by the 
consumer to establishing whether said token has been previously used. Col. 12, 
lines 25-45. 



As per claim 17: 
Davis further discloses: 

wherein said step of providing said update key further comprising a step of 
sending said update key from the one or more computing devices used by said clearing 
server to the one or more computing devices used by the merchant. Col. 15, lines 1-25. 



As per claim 19: 
Davis discloses: 

providing an electronic token from the consumer to the merchant as part of a 
commercial transaction, the token having value; Col. 10, lines 17-55. 

.providing the token from the merchant to a clearing server that is separate and 
distinct from the merchant; Fig. 9. 

Davis discloses the claimed invention except for determining by the clearing 
server whether the consumer to verify the value of the token previously used the token. 
However, Davis does disclose checking the card balance. Col./ 12, lines 25-42. 
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Camp teaches that it is known in the art to provide determining by the clearing 
server whether the consumer to verify the value of the token previously used the token . 
Col. 16, lines 30-60. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the procedure of checking the card balance of Davis with 
the determining by the clearing server whether the token was previously used by the 
consumer to verify the value of the token of Camp, in order to insure that the token is 
not overdrawn. 

Davis further discloses: 

providing an update key from the clearing server to the merchant; and using the 
update key to modify the value of the token. Col. 13, lines 20-62. 

As per claim 20: 
Davis further discloses: 

wherein the step of using the update key is carried out by providing the update 
key from the merchant to the consumer and modifying the value of the token held by the 
consumer using information stored on the update key. Col. 18, lines 35-65. 

As per claim 22: 

Davis discloses the claimed invention except for the wherein the step of 
purchasing includes providing the token to the consumer; and the method further 
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comprises the step of providing the token a second time to the consumer from the 
clearing server. 

Camp teaches that it is known in the art to provide a wherein the step of 
purchasing includes providing the token to the consumer; and the method further 
comprises the step of providing the token a second time to the consumer from the 
clearing server. Col. 15, lines 15-40. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the loading of a stored value card of Davis, Col. 23, lines 
57-67, with the wherein the step of purchasing includes providing the token to the 
consumer; and the method further comprises the step of providing the token a second 
time to the consumer from the clearing server of Camp, in order to facilitate multi- 
transactions. 

As per claim 24: 

Davis discloses the claimed invention except for wherein the step of 
purchasing includes supplying the token to a computing device of the consumer and 
maintaining the token in a memory of the computing device; and the method further 
comprises the step of supplying the token again to the computer device from the 
clearing server after the memory of the computing device loses the maintained token. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to wherein the step of purchasing includes supplying the token to a 
computing device of the consumer and maintaining the token in a memory of the 
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computing device; and the method further comprises the step of supplying the token 
again to the computer device from the clearing server after the memory of the 
computing device loses the maintained token, since it is known in the art that 
replacement of authenticated tokens due to validated loss due to computer malfunctions 
is old and well known. 

As per claim 26: 
Davis further discloses: 

wherein the step of purchasing includes supplying the token to a computing 
device of the consumer and maintaining the token in a memory of the computing device; 
and the method further comprises the step of supplying the token again to the computer 
device from the clearing server after the token expires. Col. 25, lines 5-67. 

As per claim 27: 
Davis further discloses: 

wherein the step of determining by the clearing server whether the token was 
previously used by the consumer includes the step of polling a previous merchant from 
which the consumer made a previous purchase with the token, and receiving 
information from the previous merchant about the previous purchase, modifying a value 
of the token as maintained at the clearing server, and verifying that the modified value 
of the token as maintained at the clearing server matches the value of the token 
provided from the merchant to the clearing server; and wherein the step of providing an 
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update key from the clearing server to the merchant is carried out after verifying that the 
modified value of the token as maintained at the clearing server matches the value of 
the token provided from the merchant to the clearing server. Fig. 5, Col. 11-12. 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel L. Greene whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5539. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thur. 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 




